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40 HR \(I\V{EEK
A Frauo

Sales peoples at Carsa's
have voted egsinst a com-
pany-offered 5 day 40 hour
wesk in favor of a 6 day
42 hour weske Workers at
Mandels and Goldblatts are
expressing similar senti-
mentss

Of course the employers
arg trying to stave-off an
AFL organizing drive. Butu
why this eagerness to keep
working long hours? Up to
80% (in "quality" stores)
of these workers are paid
by commissions on sales.
For them the 5 day wesk
means 8 pay-cut of as much
as 16%0

For sales people on the:
quota system the 5 day
week means a speed-up as
well as a likely pay-cuf.

If these workers were
organized they could ask
for:

le Five day,
business weeke.

2eAn increase in weekly
teke-home pay-.

35 hour

But these workers have
another fear to worry oven
They remember the days of
the depression when their
commigsions were
Ghardly enough to keep them|.:
,;n carfare.

LABOR VIEWS is published
by Chicago units of REVO~
LUTIONARY‘WORKERS LEAGUE.|
You ire- invited to write
ome tb our OfflOQ

State St. Coune

OW MUCH "LABOR'
1 [ABOR PARTY ?

P\VVERE \//\IURKEPc \/OTE FOR LABOR RQRTY

m

-Last week at a quiet.union meeting Revere Sopper and
Brass .Local 477 (UAW-CIO) eadopted a resolution calling
for the esteblishment of a "permanent Congress of Labor"
and urging that this congress form "an Independent Labor
Party". Local 477, whose struggles mark it as one of
the most militent locels in Chicago, takes its union'act-
ivities seriously. Yet now during a lull in the battle,
when there are no picket 1lines, no defense squads to
men, have the Revere workers thoroughly examined this
particular juestion - the Labor Party? \

Union men who take up Labor Party activity move from
the simpler struggle for better wages and conditions to
the struggle for cver-all political gains. A wrong move
in this direction
can completely
wipe out all for-
mer gaing of the
working class
end make its hard-
won struggles fu-
tile.

LABOR PARTY —
SPARE TIRE OF CAPITALISM

AV e o e o
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Begihning on
a practical level

who will domin-
ate the Labor
Party and what
will be. its

"politics"?

To answer these questions first look at how the Labor
Party would be formed. The Revere resolution was in ling -
with a program being "talked-up" by = few groups and ine
dividuals in the labor movement today. Such groups ins
clude the Socialist Party, the Communist Perty, the So-
cialigt Workers Party and the Workers Party. BPut - there
is still no mejor sentiment or drive toward an American
Labor Party. ~%

Only ‘the top union burocrats . have the machlnery and
funds necessary to even, dttempt a Labor Party. Arives For

‘oxemple, the top leadership of the QKW have praposad a’j
~Natianal United Labor" Conference,eff' )
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[ABOR PARTY

(from Page 1)

Ify, as the Revers resolutlon' urges,
from this conference a Laber Party wers
formed who would bYbe in its leadership?

They would be the very same "lsaders" who
dellberately staggercd the recent strikes
in 0il, steel, =suto, coal, rubbcr and
railroad industries instead of uniting
them into one powerful working class
drives They will include Lewis who kept
the hard coal miners working duging the
soft coal strike and Reuther who engin-
eered the same arrangement in the auto
strire (Ford and other auto plants - work-
ed during the Gl strike)s They will in-
clude Prhil Murray who allowed the stsel
companies a price increase of V42O 0Co,
000 per year in steel to cover a $loO,
000,000 wage increase for steel workers.
They will ixclude thesa < union ‘"'pork-
choppers”™ who supported the recent war
for plunder and profit and who helped to
further enrich the rich by tying the
working class to the no-striks pledge.

These union leaders hagve provgn that
they will defend .he Americen "free cn-
terprise system to the 1last drop of
worlzers' sweat and blood. There is no
doubt then as to the "polities™ of g
-Lzbor Party formed from unions which
they control. It will merely be ancther
party defending capitelism while using
the "labor" labsel. y

‘Then what kind of a party can lead
workers in their political: action?

The lessong of the recent strike wave

angwer this questicne Time snd time
again the workers stood ready to use
. their mass strength in picket lines and

in the street sagainst any. compromise of
their demands.

The maritime strike -.the un1bn lead-
6rs bad to plead with the mam to go back
A Tr werze The railroad gtrike - 250 thou-

shnd o tar ignored .
Wnaok o work® -
" Whituay- gave in. The coal’ atrlke - 200
thouzand miners. ignored’ Lewiss tﬁuca and
stayea away irom thé pitso AN

- mass strength;

"Prosident - Truman® 8

order until "wegk-kneed-
Washingtons . Ipateag it;

. eomplete’ hasi )

: acci@ty-'“ :

Ia emch case workers weﬁ
eﬁiy to 1he extent bf the
their mass actions
tien of their

wilitancy of

union -

congesaions:

Without the. éﬁilabora-;
"leaders“; with the

barons of money and their gévernment ,works =

ers could have won their original 330 per':ﬁ?

cent rauber than the l3l cent demand.

Tth,mlthant workers have learned that

the capitalist clesgs must be kicked in the;
teeth before it will part with a nickel.

Worksras need.a partvy  which can, lead them

in doing just this. The]ords of money stop .-
at nothing from antl-lhbor laws "and fized .

courts 1o open police  violence against
workers in their economic struggless
for workers® political and social demands?t
Can a Labor Party -designed (according to
the Revere resolution) merely..."to place
representatives af Lahor in the Government
ceo! fill the workers need?

Obviously not. -

The Labor Party can function only within

capitalist politics, within the cepitalist
government .

weoary old auto - capitalism, to be used

until the money barons can build a shiny-

new armored car - fagcisme

WEDNMESDAY

IS THE
NEY - DAY

en eetings at

D
NtWBERR%Y DQUARE
8 PM. DURINGC. SUMMER

Militant workersa atrxke action points

the way to a revoluthnarv perty in the
interest of the working class? independent -
unified, determined.action
and going 1nt0f”
“the streets; military preparednesa agalnst,f
the capitalist police, army and . hoodlumSm i
Only such action cen crisate a revolution =

beginning in the factoﬂles

ary workers' party.  Phis perty will nod
devote\“gtself primarily %o begglng legis-
lative -orumbs.of ithe, 'apiﬁallst ble: i

How ‘;
much mors violent then will be the struggle -

It is a spare tire on a very

ft)r é;:t]Ligll:. t . 'f_ .?
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N s = machiniét~wcrking iﬁ jobbixg~éhep3*in Chiw
TEASFQN ' cago during the war, I well remember the spicls
B et givon by bond scleosmen on the virtues of buying.
57 WAGES

bondse We . wore urged to buy ‘Bonds so that we . ..
might win tho war-for democracy,prevent inflstionm,

and provids savings for future emérgencies, odu=
cation, atcs R

Now the war is over and wo find ourselves fur=

HIGH ther away from froodom for the working peoples. It

. PRICES is also & fact thet tho socurity which we wero

’ ‘gupposed to buy with bonds is also a mythe Just a

short time ago meny business meny rubbing their

hands togothor in enticipation of profite,predict=

ed a buying spreo for tho next two years. Thig

resy anticipgtion was based on the nasumption that

/" tho avorrgo femily in Chicago and throughout the
[

———

country had money snltoed away for such purposess
But what arc the sad facts?

P* Tho  Buropu of Agricultural Economics for the
Fodorel Rosorve Borrd publishod figurcs showing

thet 10% of the fomilios in the nation hold 60% of

’ », thc$130,C20,000,000 of tho porsonal liquid savingse
/4 {z: Thoir survoy nlso showod that 407 of the femilios.

( at bottom of savings scale ) own only 1% of the
/]f‘ savingse This simply monns that any pogbtewar
Sponding by this group will be done: thru crodit and
curront earningse Two out of evory five in this i
{:] group have on an avornge of only $40 in cnshable
) asseots, bonds and bank dopositse Pifty porcont of )
US fomiliocs heve only 3% of the 130 billions totals
The top 10% ownm 60% of tho roedy cashe!.

T e e o i
P

This survoy cloerly proves that tho groat mass
of poople havo no large snvings from which 1o draw
for washing machincs, automobilesy radios, new
clothos, and gndgetse Tho bulk of thé nation's R
savings arc in tho hands: of a gelect group of
peorle who havo pilod up lots of imoney and who

@
aron't as likely to spond it as the lower half of
};3 the populntign. - .

i v e a—— o— it iy a8 8

- Even those in the secloct group eron't likely
to go on & spending orgy if ocongmic conditions -
oron't to brights Judging by the dark prodies -
‘tiong of 33 capitnlist ecoﬁomiataj(deprossioﬁ;qu'
lattor port of 1948) tho copitrlist class is skgpe - i
tical about any poste-war ‘boom rnd prospority. .

5igagt thq@.iynnking”pqcpkg”:
. enough. te kpop thom alive
- tho right ﬁd:bgreiyklivaz

\

_Horo is the élbgrcst.gﬂoétr
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Today the press is exposing the mach-
‘inettons of a group of Chicago capitale
. dsts, who with very good Washington con=-
nections, mede a pile of dough thru gover-
" nment contracts. These members of the
dollar profession created a large indus-
trial empire which was for the mest part
The Batavia Metal Product
Corporation aznd the Brie Basin Company
‘were ite largest unitse

: Functioning closely with Chairman Yay
of the House Military Affairs Committoce,

they secured comtracts totaling ‘$78,094,§§§&
101 out of which profits, bonuses, execu- 1"

tive salaries and other things amoumted
to over $2,000,000. For his conscientious
work in putting the deal across May was
"given at least $48,000 thru checks for
lumber from his Kentucky firm <the lumber
- never being delivered.

At present Sen. Mead is investigating
this case and the press ig gobbling up
the vomite But every sane person knows
© that some form ef robbery is the prere-

"quisite for weelth and power in thigcoun-
that’ an honest man is almost immed-
iately dfsqualified from politics, and
“ that an expose' only means that just one
of +the crooks hes been sheved inko the .
i 1imelight for otne remson or anothéfs’ Yot
‘Mead poses as a knight in shining armour
" defending the American people. That hy-
pocrite, who can stgnd investigation hime
selfy is just interested in re-election}
and the herlot press only gives a damn for
1ts cix‘culation-

Hay just happens to be an unfartunata

'conniver who got c¢aught. Congress: con-

iste of 96 senators and 435 representg-

ivea, fpracﬁicaily evary one of which

ompiete relzance on’the latgé

eg:,bnnkeva, r&nchars, mdners-y
I 3

Eaeh is.

in jome mauner wﬁether it be drudé-'%

B g:eg gTon Whll Eta,"rhe Chiguge
the Grein Mar#e&, tk§:~ 1

‘"with thoir

My himsolf ‘squondod.

manufact« '

ksh, otc. - Thig noble' institukbon ke but
onte grand auctlon blo¢ in whivp! thyfhigh,~ )
est bidder gets the bargsin. T4 4g diffi-:

cult t6 detect the 4 ference hetwean Mey

~ who roprasents the Ba avia anﬂtE?ie Basin

People and SensWherry who is fighting for
the eattlo and poultry .interests by pre-
venting the restoration of pricc ceiling,
SonsMooro at tho bat |for 0il, 8cns Thomas
in thoro pitching for wool and. hidos,Rope
Hoffmen paging auto, | Sons Roeod ‘for grain
and grein products add ‘tho othor gentlemen
spocial | intorostss - Surely
‘thoso "stetosmon® don't think that tho
working class is ahupid onough t¢ think
that its intorcsts. are boing sorved by
dishing out the .country  to the gorporas
tionge Yot that t is tho sum of Congre

-uebivity gxcopt oW - tha& 4tihog A ggoé;i
part of tho wofld up.fvr purchaaoe

This rolativoly unimportunt exposg’ is =
just tho beginning. $296, 000,000,000 havoe -
boon epont on'tho warle  Diring . the lagt’
war only §18,501,177,999  wes contractod
and paid for,and nt loast onb third nover’
ovon was umcd for its ariginal purposgs -
that the billionairé - -

a clonning snd thrt* 4~
it, so why ore ‘bhoy B

corpomtmhs had mosdg
,ovoryonc. knqus about
just chking on hima

All thia i
this boo.uf:i f'g

ustgoes 4o dhow shei 1n !
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